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Glossary of Acronyms 
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Glossary of Terms 

Order Limits The area subject to the application for development 
consent, including all permanent and temporary 
works for SEP and DEP.  

Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm 
Extension Project (DEP) 

The Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension 
onshore and offshore sites including all onshore 
and offshore infrastructure. 

DEP offshore site The Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension 
consisting of the DEP wind farm site, interlink cable 
corridors and offshore export cable corridor (up to 
mean high water springs). 

DEP onshore site The Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension 
onshore area consisting of the DEP onshore 
substation site, onshore cable corridor, 
construction compounds, temporary working areas 
and onshore landfall area. 

DEP North array area The wind farm site area of the DEP offshore site 
located to the north of the existing Dudgeon 
Offshore Wind Farm 

DEP South array area The wind farm site area of the DEP offshore site 
located to the south of the existing Dudgeon 
Offshore Wind Farm 

DEP wind farm site The offshore area of DEP within which wind 
turbines, infield cables and offshore substation 
platform/s will be located and the adjacent Offshore 
Temporary Works Area. This is also the collective 
term for the DEP North and South array areas. 

Evidence Plan Process (EPP) A voluntary consultation process with specialist 
stakeholders to agree the approach, and 
information to support, the EIA and HRA for certain 
topics. 

Expert Topic Group (ETG) A forum for targeted engagement with regulators 
and interested stakeholders through the EPP. 

Horizontal directional drilling 
(HDD) zones 

The areas within the onshore cable route which 
would house HDD entry or exit points. 

Infield cables Cables which link the wind turbine generators to 
the offshore substation platform(s). 

Interlink cables Cables linking two separate project areas. This can 
be cables linking:  
 
1) DEP South array area and DEP North array 

area; 
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2) DEP South array area and SEP; or  
 
3) DEP North array area and SEP. 
 
1 is relevant if DEP is constructed in isolation or 
first in a phased development. 
 
2 and 3 are relevant where both SEP and DEP are 
built.    

Interlink cable corridor This is the area which will contain the interlink 
cables between offshore substation platform/s and 
the adjacent Offshore Temporary Works Area. 

Landfall The point at the coastline at which the offshore 
export cables are brought onshore, connecting to 
the onshore cables at the transition joint bay above 
mean high water.  

Offshore cable corridors 
 

This is the area which will contain the offshore 
export cables or interlink cables, including the 
adjacent Offshore Temporary Works Area. 

Offshore export cable corridor This is the area which will contain the offshore 
export cables between offshore substation 
platform/s and landfall, including the adjacent 
Offshore Temporary Works Area. 

Offshore export cables The cables which would bring electricity from the 
offshore substation platform(s) to the landfall. 220 – 
230kV.  

Offshore substation platform 
(OSP) 

A fixed structure located within the wind farm site/s, 
containing electrical equipment to aggregate the 
power from the wind turbine generators and 
convert it into a more suitable form for export to 
shore. 

Offshore Temporary Works Area An Offshore Temporary Works Area within the 
offshore Order Limits in which vessels are 
permitted to carry out activities during construction, 
operation and decommissioning encompassing a 
200m buffer around the wind farm sites and a 
750m buffer around the offshore cable corridors. 
No permanent infrastructure would be installed 
within the Offshore Temporary Works Area. 

Onshore cable corridor The area between the landfall and the onshore 
substation sites, within which the onshore cable 
circuits will be installed along with other temporary 
works for construction. 
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Onshore export cables The cables which would bring electricity from the 
landfall to the onshore substation. 220 – 230kV. 

Onshore Substation Compound containing electrical equipment to 
enable connection to the National Grid.  

PEIR boundary The area subject to survey and preliminary impact 
assessment to inform the PEIR. 

Sheringham Shoal Offshore 
Wind Farm Extension Project 
(SEP) 

The Sheringham Shoal Offshore Wind Farm 
Extension onshore and offshore sites including all 
onshore and offshore infrastructure. 

SEP offshore site Sheringham Shoal Offshore Wind Farm Extension 
consisting of the SEP wind farm site and offshore 
export cable corridor (up to mean high water 
springs). 

SEP onshore site The Sheringham Shoal Wind Farm Extension 
onshore area consisting of the SEP onshore 
substation site, onshore cable corridor, 
construction compounds, temporary working areas 
and onshore landfall area. 

SEP wind farm site The offshore area of SEP within which wind 
turbines, infield cables and offshore substation 
platform/s will be located and the adjacent Offshore 
Temporary Works Area. 

Study area Area where potential impacts from the project could 
occur, as defined for each individual Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) topic. 

The Applicant Equinor New Energy Limited. As the owners of 
SEP and DEP, Scira Extension Limited and 
Dudgeon Extension Limited are the named 
undertakers that have the benefit of the DCO. 
References in this document to obligations on, or 
commitments by, ‘the Applicant’ are given on 
behalf of SEL and DEL as the undertakers of SEP 
and DEP.   
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

 This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by Equinor New 
Energy Limited (the Applicant) and Natural England. It identifies areas of the 
Sheringham Shoal Offshore Wind Farm Extension Project (SEP) and Dudgeon 
Offshore Wind Farm Extension Project (DEP) Development Consent Order (DCO) 
application (the Application) where matters are agreed or not agreed or that remain 
under discussion between the parties between the parties. This SoCG covers 
onshore matters only. A separate SoCG covering offshore matters has been 
prepared.   

 The Applicant has had regard to the Planning Act 2008: Guidance for the 
examination of applications for development consent (Department for Communities 
and Local Government, 2015) when compiling this SoCG. 

 This SoCG has been structured to reflect topics of the Application which are of 
interest to Natural England (for onshore matters). The applicable matters considered 
within this SoCG apply to Natural England’s statutory remit. 

 Natural England is a statutory nature conservation body (SNCB) established by the 
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC Act). 

 Section 2 of the NERC Act provides that Natural England’s general statutory 
purpose is: 
‘… to ensure that the natural environment is conserved, enhanced and managed for 
the benefit of present and future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable 
development.’ 

 This includes: 
• Promoting nature conservation and protecting biodiversity; 
• Conserving and enhancing the landscape; 
• Securing the provision and improvement of facilities for the study, understanding 

and enjoyment of the natural environment; 
• Promoting access to the countryside and open spaces and encouraging open-

air recreation; and 
• Contributing in other ways, to social and economic well-being through 

management of the natural environment. 
 Natural England is required to keep under review all matters relating to its general 

purpose, and to provide public authorities with advice where they request this 
(Planning Inspectorate, 2018). 

 Table 1 presents the onshore topics included in the SoCG with the Applicant and 
Natural England. 





 

Statement of Common Ground: Natural England 
(Onshore) 

Doc. No. C282-RH-Z-GA-00212 12.13 
Rev. B 

 

 

Page 11 of 76  

Classification: Open  Status: Final   
 

o Infield cables (linking the wind turbine generators to the OSP/s) 
o External cable protection on subsea cables as required 
o Fibre optic communications cables integrated with the power cables; and 

• Temporary working areas.  
 The key components at the landfall will comprise: 

• Up to two ducts (one per project) installed under the cliff by Horizontal Directional 
Drill (HDD). An additional drill per project is included (four in total) in the impact 
assessment worst-case scenarios where applicable, for contingency purposes 
in the unlikely event of HDD failure; and  

• Up to two transition joint bays to house the connection between the offshore and 
onshore cables. 

 The key onshore components will comprise: 
• Ducts installed underground to house the electrical cables along the onshore 

cable corridor; 
• Onshore cables installed within ducts; 
• Joint bays and links boxes installed along the cable corridor; 
• Trenchless crossing zones at certain locations such as some roads, railways, 

and sensitive habitats (e.g., rivers of conservation importance); 
• Temporary construction compounds and accesses; 
• An onshore substation and onward 400kV connection to the existing Norwich 

Main substation; and 
• Permanent operational substation access. 

1.3 Consultation with Natural England 

 The Applicant has engaged with Natural England on the project during the pre-
Application process, both in terms of informal non-statutory engagement and formal 
consultation carried out pursuant to Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008. 

 During formal (Section 42) consultation, Natural England provided comments on the 
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) by way of a letter dated 10th 
June 2021. 

 Further to the statutory Section 42 consultation, several meetings were held with 
Natural England through the EPP. These are detailed throughout the SoCG, and 
minutes of the meetings are provided in Consultation Report Appendix 1 [APP-
030]. 

1.4 Summary of Agreed, Not Agreed and In discussion 

 In order to easily identify whether a matter is ‘agreed’, ‘not agreed’, or ‘in discussion’ 
the position status colour coding system set out in Table 2 is used in the SoCG.  

 Details of specific topics that are ‘agreed’, ‘not agreed’ or ‘in discussion’ between 
the Applicant and Natural England are presented in Table 5 and Table 7. 
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3 Signatures 

 The above Statement of Common Ground is agreed between Equinor New Energy 
Limited and Natural England on the day specified below. 

 

Signed: Alan Gibson 

 

Print Name: Alan Gibson 

 

Job Title: Marine Senior Adviser - Natural England 

          Date: 17/07/2023 

 

Duly authorised for and on behalf of Natural England 

 

Signed: Helen Mann 

 

Print Name: Helen Mann 

 

Job Title: Marine Senior Adviser - Natural England 

 
Date: 17/07/2023 

 

Duly authorised for and on behalf of Natural England 

Signed: 

 

Print Name: Kari Hege Mørk 

 

Job Title: Project Director 

 
Date: 17/07/2023 

 

Duly authorised for and on behalf of Equinor New Energy Limited 
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